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This study assesses the economic efficacy of tertiary education in shaping future occupational
prospects. Tertiary education encompasses post-secondary institutions, including colleges,
universities, vocational schools, and technical training centers (World Bank, 2021). It is integral to
a nation's socioeconomic development, acting as a catalyst for growth, affluence, and societal
welfare. Simultaneously, tertiary education functions as a long-term investment, with returns
materializing gradually over time, necessitating the consideration of its substantial costs.
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Whether the social and personal benefits produced by tertiary education are worth people's
investment has become a topic of general concern to society and scholars.

While most research focuses solely on the economic effects of tertiary education on future income,
this paper examines the effect of tertiary education on the quality of future job occupations and
compares this relationship using an international approach comparing four developed countries to
three developing countries using subjective measures of job satisfaction and characteristics, as to
see if there’s any difference in returns to tertiary education between these two groups.
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In Kiyota Seminar, two groups of Junior students used data science to research their
topic of interest in international economics

1. Trade Openness and Poverty
Our research employs cross—country analysis to better understand the relationship
between openness and poverty.

2. Impact of BRI Initiatives on the African Region
Our research employs the PPML (Poisson Pseudo—Maximum Likelihood) to the gravity model
to analyze bilateral trade.

« T—<OEIE L FEH S

1. Trade Openness and Poverty

Trade liberalization, aimed at reducing trade barriers, is pivotal in international e
conomic policy. Proponents argue it enhances economic growth and reduces poverty; how
ever, the relationship between trade openness and poverty is complex. Some countries
witness poverty reduction with expanded trade, while others face unequal benefit dist
ribution among income groups. Thus, given such disparate findings, our research aims
to better understand the relationship between trade openness on poverty.

2. Impact of BRI Initiatives on the African Region

As of April 2023, nearly a decade since the introduction of the Belt and Road Initiat
ive (BRI), it is supported by 148 countries worldwide, signifying its ongoing evoluti
on. However, recent studies have shown a potential decline in the BRI’ s influence. T
his paper aims to research the BRI’ s effectiveness and potential, focusing on BRI’ s
biggest collaborative continent, Africa. While there are numerous studies on the BR
I’ s impact in Southeast Asia, limited research exists regarding its effects on the s
ub—Saharan area. To address this topic, we employ the PPPML approach, which is capabl

e of accounting for zero trade.
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Title: Factors Influencing Cross-country Differences in the Price of Streaming Services

Although the “law of one price” suggests that the price of the same commodity must be uniform
across countries, it is evident that, at least in the case of streaming services, this price differs across
countries. In this research, we take advantage of cross-country data of streaming prices to
investigate the possible determinants that are correlated with the price differences. Through our
research, we have concluded that the average income of the country as well as the quality of the
streaming service - determined by the licensed contents - contributes to the differences in the price
of the streaming services.

- T DB & EH A

Initially, we examined this dataset to confirm the “law of one price.” However, when we were
examining the data, we discovered some deviancy of Netflix pricing across countries. Therefore,
we extended our examination to Disney-Plus and discovered that it also had deviancy from “law
of one price.” Therefore, to examine the cause of this anomaly, we decided to approach this issue
from an empirical perspective.

In this paper, we have utilized a unique methodology to examine the quality differences of the same
streaming service across countries. We exploit the logic that in a country that censors media, there
will be less media from “Hollywood”, which is arguably considered the leading force in the
entertainment industry. To verify this assumption, we utilize two different indexes: Personal
Freedom Index (PFI) and Freedom of Expression Index (FEI) provided by World Population
Review and Our World in Data respectively.
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