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Akira Sasahara Seminar

— (International Economics)

1. Field of study

We will study a variety of topics on

international trade and
international macroeconomics. The
similar will be designed to make you
methods

necessary to

learn empirical and

theoretical models
understand academic articles on
classical and ongoing 1issues in
international economics. Most of my
research takes empirical approach.
Therefore, I would like to focus more
on data and quantitative methods.
These skills

useful and practical due to an

have become more

increasing demand for empirical
and quantitative skills in academia,
industries, and public sectors.

After successful completion of
the two year seminar, you will be
able (1)
knowledge

to demonstrate your

on international
economics; (2) critically read other
researchers' empirical studies on

economics; (3) write your own
academic articles on economics; and
(4) present your work in front of
academic and non-academic
audience in an engaging manner. [

would like to train and help my

23

students to write high quality

graduation theses. For example,

https://economics.stanford.edu/unde

reraduate/honors/honors-theses

https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/unde
rgrad/theses
http://giovanniperi.ucdavis.edu/hon
or-thesis.html

To achieve these goals, for the

first two or three months, in the 4th
period on the seminar day, I will
give a lecture on empirical methods,
focusing on cross-section and panel
data (mostly based on Introductory
Econometrics: A Modern Approach
by Jeffrey Wooldridge). I understand
that most of you have taken an
econometrics course but I would like
to make sure that everybody is on
the same page. In the 5th period,
two or three students will be
presenting non-technical academic
articles on international economics
(20 minutes presentation plus 10
minutes discussion). Articles will be
chosen from, for example, Journal of
Economic Perspectives, IZA World of
Labor, Annual Review of Economics,
and VOX CEPR Policy Portal.

I
research in the field of international

as a researcher, work on

economics such as the employment

effect of trade, the impact of


https://economics.stanford.edu/undergraduate/honors/honors-theses
https://economics.stanford.edu/undergraduate/honors/honors-theses
https://economics.stanford.edu/undergraduate/honors/honors-theses
https://economics.stanford.edu/undergraduate/honors/honors-theses
https://economics.stanford.edu/undergraduate/honors/honors-theses
https://economics.stanford.edu/undergraduate/honors/honors-theses
https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/undergrad/theses
https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/undergrad/theses
https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/undergrad/theses
https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/undergrad/theses
http://giovanniperi.ucdavis.edu/honor-thesis.html
http://giovanniperi.ucdavis.edu/honor-thesis.html
http://giovanniperi.ucdavis.edu/honor-thesis.html
http://giovanniperi.ucdavis.edu/honor-thesis.html
http://giovanniperi.ucdavis.edu/honor-thesis.html

expanding global value-chains on
value-added contents of trade, the
effect of
migrations, and quantifying GDP

climate change on

losses due to sovereign debt crises.

2. Expectation for students

Motivated students are very
welcome to join. Students who are
interested in going to graduate
school are especially welcome to

join.

3. Admission

1  Quota

About 15 students

2  Exam

Admissions will be based on the
following: [1] two application
documents (the committee's

application document and the one
that will be downloadable on my
website

https://sites.google.com/view/akirasa
[2]
Skype (roughly 30 minutes), and [3]

sahara/home), Interview via
academic transcript.
If you decided to choose this
seminar, please send your
to
sasahara@uidaho.edu by the end of
Monday, March 9th, 2020 (in Japan

time). I won't be in Japan on March

application documents

12th. Therefore, we will have a
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one-on-one Skype interview on that
day. You will be asked to show me
your academic transcript during the

Iinterview so please have it with you

on that day.
3 Whether or not accept PEARL
students or students from

other faculties?
This seminar is open to PEARL
Double
students only for this year. The

students and Degree
seminar will start in Fall 2020
semester. I will join Keio in June

2020.

4. Criteria

Two application documents (40%);
Skype interview (40%); Academic
transcript (20%)

5. Short bio
I, Akira Sasahara, was born and
raised in Yamagata prefecture in
Japan. I received my bachelor’s
degree in Business and Commerce
from Keio University in 2009. I went
to Hitotsubashi

graduate school in economics and

University’s

obtained my master’s degree in 2011.

I started my Ph.D. studies on
economics at the University of
California, Davis, in 2012 and

completed the program in 2017. In

the same year, my career as an


https://sites.google.com/view/akirasasahara/home
https://sites.google.com/view/akirasasahara/home
https://sites.google.com/view/akirasasahara/home

Assistant Professor of Economics
began at the University of Idaho. In
addition, I did internship at the
International Monetary Fund in
Washington D.C. in the summer of

2015.

6. Teaching experience

I did teaching assistant for eight
different courses at UC Davis and I
have taught 15 sections of three
different courses as an instructor at
the University of Idaho. I feel that I
have spent a great deal of time
preparing for my classes, grading,
responding to students’ e-mails, and
office hours. While challenging at
times, it was a great experience and
has been extremely beneficial. My
time as an instructor has helped
shape my teaching styles and has
enhanced my ability to teach
effectively.

To give an idea of who I am, I show

some verbatim comments I received

from my students at the end of
previous semesters.

e Akira has absolutely mastered
this class and his profession. He
comes to class every single day
with positive vibrance that
immediately engages students.
The exams accurately reflect
course expectations and material,

and the empirical project is a
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great learning experience. I have
recommended this class to
virtually everyone I know and so
have many others. The CBE is
beyond lucky to have as
incredible of a professor as Akira
and should do everything they
can to keep him happy and
ensure he never leaves. [Fall
2018, ECON453, Econometrics]
Amazing teacher give him a
raise and keep him around at all
costs. He's very respectful and
doesn't look down on you for not
understanding and is patient
and works you through it. He
looks and act genuinely excited
to teach and see us every day. I'm
not very good at math and he
took the time to have econ labs
and one on one interaction that
helped me a lot. [Fall 2018,
ECON446, International
Economics]

This class was phenomenal.
Akira deserves the best teacher
award 100x over. He takes
material that is abstract and
incomprehensible and makes it
interesting, exciting, and
engaging. Every single class has
been worth attending and I am
so glad to have been able to have
taken this course. I cannot give

enough praise to the professor.



[Fall 2018, ECON453,
Econometricsl

This was hands down the most
organized and best class that I
have ever taken. Akira is an
amazing professor and I have
learned more from him than
anyone before. I have never liked
econ before but he made it
interesting. His lectures were
interactive and he made it easy
to understand complex topics. I
could go on and on about how
much I enjoyed this class. I will
try to take more classes from him
in the future! [Spring 2019,
FECONZ201, Principles of
Macroeconomics]

Dr. Sasahara exemplifies what a
teacher should be. He is very
bright, dedicated, and helpful.
The way he structures his class
makes it easy to follow along. His
help outside the classroom was
huge for the learning process. I
would give nothing but positive
recommendations to anyone on
taking his class. [Spring 2019,
ECON453, Econometrics]

Akira is a fun teacher. Akira
takes economics and turns it into
something that can be
interesting to learn about. Akira
references pop culture and many
relatable things into economics
for a better understanding. I
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think Akira did an outstanding
job presenting the course
material. [Spring 2019,
FECONZ201, Principles of
Macroeconomics]

e This is by far one of the best
classes I've taken at the U of I. If
someone other than Akira is
reading this I would highly
advise you to try to keep him
here as long as possible because
he is a great asset to CBE and
the rest of the U of I. [Spring
2019, ECON453, Econometrics]

7. Research
I have been actively working on
scholarly activities and my fields of
research include a variety of

topics on international economics.
My papers appear in international
journals such as the Review of
International Economics and the
of the

International

Journal Japanese and
Please

further

Economies.
check my website for
information

https://sites.google.com/view/akiras

asahara’/home

8. Other information
Please do not hesitate to e-mail me:
sasahara@uidaho.edu. If you would

like to talk with me, I am very
happy to set up a Skype meeting to

answer your questions.


https://sites.google.com/view/akirasasahara/home
https://sites.google.com/view/akirasasahara/home
mailto:sasahara@uidaho.edu

McKenzie Seminar

— (Economics of the Family) —

1. Field of study

The field of study of this seminar is
the "Economics of the Family". Gary

Becker was awarded the Nobel Prize in
1992 “for having extended the domain of
microeconomic analysis to a wide range
and

of human behavior interaction,

including nonmarket behavior.” He is

acknowledged as the birth parent of

the modern research area commonly

known as the “Economics of the Family”.

The Becker-style approach emphasizes

the ability of economics to explain, for

example, why people marry, why
people divorce, why they have children,
and why first born children are
advantaged.

This seminar will focus on empirical
analyses related to the Economics of

the Family using data sets available

from Keio University’s Panel Data
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Research Center, for example, the

Japan Household Panel Survey (JHPS),

the University of Tokyo’s Center for

Social Research and Data Archives, and

other publicly available cross-sectional

and panel data sets.

McKenzie’s current research area is the

Economics of the Family, and focuses on

the impact of the gender of children on

their mother’s labour supply, the impact

of birth order and gender on parental

allocations of their financial and time
resources to their children, and child

poverty.

2. Expectation for students

In this seminar, students are expected
to undertake empirical research that is
strongly based on economic theory. For
this purpose, it is important that
students have a good understanding of
microeconomics and statistics. It is

desirable that 3rd year students take



econometrics related courses.

3. Admission

1  Quota

10-12 Students (This Seminar starts
in September 2020.

2 Exam

Students will be evaluated on the
basis of their application document
which must be written in in English,
their academic record at Keio, and an

interview conducted in English by
McKenzie.

3  Whether or not accept PEARL
students or students from other
faculties?

This seminar will accept PEARL
students (from September 2020), type
A/B students (from April 2021), and
students from other faculties (from
September 2020 or April 2021
depending on the faculty).

4. Criteria

The interview will include questions
related to the student’s reasons for
wanting to enter this seminar, the
student’s  basic  understanding  of
economics, how the student can
contribute to the seminar, and the

student’s expectations for the seminar.
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Simon Clinet Seminar
—Econometrics of Financial Markets—

1. Field of study
Econometrics and applied statistical

methods for financial markets data.

The main objective of this seminar is to
the skills

methods in order to analyse and use

provide necessary and
data coming from financial markets
(stock prices, trade and quotes records,
...). It is intended for any student who
wants to work in the financial industry
in the future, or simply wants to
conduct academic research in financial

econometrics.

2. Expectation for students
After a few introductory sessions, each
student will be expected to choose a
project, write a report and make a final
presentation at the end of the semester.
The project will include a mixture of
numerical simulations and real data
with the

R

Python). Theoretical projects are also

analysis (preferably

programming languages and/or
possible. The students will have to
discuss their progress on a regular

basis with their instructor.

3. Admission
1 Quota

Maximum number of students: 20.
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2

10-minute long interview.

Exam

3  Whether or not accept PEARL
students or students from other
faculties?

PEARL students and students from
other faculties having the adequate
background are welcome (see below).
4. Criteria

The should have

reasonable background in introductory

applicants a
statistics and/or data analysis. It is not
necessary to have any knowledge about
R and/or Python but the students
should feel highly motivated to learn
how to use a programming language
data. Each

applicant is expected to show initiative

and work with real

and to be able to work independently
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