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Asei ITO Seminar

—The Chinese and Asian Economies—

1. Research Fields

Currently, China is the second largest economy in
terms of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), continuing
to maintain an approximately 6 percent annual GDP
growth rate in the late 2010s. Consequently, China
not only is a population giant or a production base
but also has successfully incubated innovative
companies like Huawei, Tencent, and Alibaba. The
government’s ambitious policy initiative targets even
a much higher profile on the global stage. The
recently-proposed Belt and Road Initiative is often
regarded as a plan to construct a “China-Centric
domestic environment

World.” Simultaneously,

problems, inequality issues, and financial

instability question the sustainability of China’s

growth.

What factors have contributed to China’s
remarkable growth since the 1980s? How have Asian
economies  interacted  with  China’s  rapid

industrialization? Why has China succeeded as an
innovative economy? What kind of potential risks
has China had to deal with? What types of
China-related phenomenon and effects are observed
in other economies? In order to seriously examine
these questions, both the period of reform and
opening from the 1980s to the 2000s and the era of
the new administration under Xi Jinping since 2012

will be two of the main topics of this seminar.

11

2. To Students

An excellent book, The Chinese Economy:
Adaptation and Growth (Second Edition) by Barry
Naughton is the core textbook for this seminar,
covering a wide range of topics of historical issues
to China’s influence on the world economy. In the
first semester, each participant will be assigned to
one or two chapters, to summarize and will be
expected to prepare several questions based on the
intensive reading of the chapter(s) and other related
materials. The aim of each presentation is to
enhance independent knowledge and critical
thinking. Other participants are expected to read
the assigned papers and actively participate in
discussions. Each participant is required to submit
a term paper, which independently develops one’s
interest related to the Chinese economy.

In addition to individual work,
participants are required to contribute to the
group work with other seminar participants
and write a group report. This group work
aims to develop social ability and
collaboration skills. Late submission of the
final term paper and group paper will be
rejected or seriously downgraded. The
lecturer recommends taking other related
courses such as Development Economics,

International Economics, and Econometrics.

12



3. Admission policy

Our seminar accepts both PEARL
students (attending  from  Autumn
semester) and A/B course students of
Department of Economics (attending from
Spring semester) in this academic year.
The fourth-grade students in A/B course
also can be candidates of a member.
However, such students have to complete a
junior paper (Sotsuron) within two

semesters.

Grading Policy:

Individual Presentation 30%
Group Work Report 20%
Participation 20%
Independent Term Paper 30%

12
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Fukuhara Masahiro Seminar

— People Analytics and Fintech—

1. Field of Study

In Fukuhara Research Seminar, we study 3 topics:
People Analytics, Econometrics, and Fintech.

People Analytics and Fintech both use emerging
technologies, such as blockchain and artificial
intelligence, as solutions for improved efficiency and
creativity. They are also growing topics amongst
today’s companies and organizations.

This seminar values discussion-based sessions to
come up with answers to questions such as: “How
can we manage workers from different countries to
achieve maximum profit?” and “How can companies
provide global financial services with the use of
fintech?” To help support our argument and to
understand issues further, we also study econometrics
by using the software, Eviews. We study many more
topics in an output-oriented style such as case

discussions, presentations, and reports.

2. Expectation for Students
We welcome a student who strives to or is:
o A self-starter

e A challenger with an academic curiosity and a
drive for growth

® Accepting and open to new ideas and people
e Contributes to our seminar community with all
members’ growths in mind

® An active member of society and has a mission

for its betterment

14

3. Admission

D Quota
10 people
@ Exam
~ Report & Group Discussion ~
Students will be provided a case study and
data set to write a report and prepare for a group
discussion with other applicants as well as our
seminar members. The case study and data set
will be provided shortly after submitting their
application.
~ Individual Interview ~
Students will also be interviewed by the
seminar members. We will ask general
questions such as your interests and hobbies to
get to know each student and their goals and
motivations.
@ Accepting all students (including PEARL
students and students from other departments)
@ Criteria
Whether students can:
* express their opinions and ideas in a logical and
collaborative way
* analyze the issues quantitatively and
qualitatively to make decisions
* apply statistical and microeconomic concepts

(e.g. game theory) in solving issues
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My areas of

macroeconomics and econometrics. Hence, students

expertise  are

in my seminar will be studying topics related to those

two fields. More specifically, we will be studying

15

FTE®% International Macroeconomics, Econometrics—

current account dynamics, international business
cycles, and exchange rate dynamics. | expect the
students in my seminar to learn basic economic
skills

sub-seminar sessions in addition to main-seminar

theory and analytical by holding
sessions. This seminar serves the purpose of a
supplement to regular courses in economics: It is
essential for you to give presentations on textbook
chapters and discuss economic issues with your
classmates in order to understand economics
deeply.

While 4" year students are required to write
their theses, the topic of your thesis does not have
to be directly related to what you have learned in
the seminar. Since this seminar does not have any
student yet, these is no clear plan for this
seminar’s activities. For the time being, 1 would
like to have a seminar camp (perhaps in August or
September); and | would like the students to write
a paper for Mita-sai in November. For the
Spring-2019 semester, we will be reading and
discussing an advanced textbook on econometrics.

Originally, this seminar was created exclusively
for PEARL students. However, staring in 2019, |
will welcome both PEARL and non-PEARL

students who want to study economics in

English.
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Ideally, 1 would like to have many students who
have a solid understanding of macroeconomics,
microeconomics, and statistics. However, | would be
glad to have students who are willing to learn
economics, the side on

especially empirical

economics.

3. BEIZOWVT
1 A
AP 15 ANRRE
BHE : #T4

A selection schedule: About 15 students will be
admitted.
B selection schedule: A few students will be
admitted.

2 EEAR
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For A selection schedule: An interview will be

given. Please bring your academic transcript.
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For B selection schedule: A written exam

(questions are from: macroeconomics,

microeconomics, and statistics) and an
interview will be given. Please bring your

academic transcript.

3 MEFEHAEI - wf

PEARL A ANLO TG« 7]

PEARL

students, and students from other faculty are

students, non-PEARL economics

welcome to apply.

4 B HLUE
HFEET) &L, BARE RSB L
THRELET,

I will select students based on: their basic

understanding of economics, interests in

economics, and willingness to study(hard).
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